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In the Land Where Nature Smiles 


Each Bend in the Road Brings Into View Another Picture,—Everywhere 
Are Enterprise and Progress. 


O paint a word picture of Northern 

Santa Barbara County with its 

many valleys, pretty towns and 
cities, rolling fields of grain and mountains 
covered with verdure would be as difficult 
as attempting to describe the "Thousand 
Islands of the St. Lawrence River or the 
Inland Sea of Japan. Each bend in the 
winding road brings into view another 
picture, never the same as the one just 
passed. The many fine farms, dairies and 
cattle ranches reflect the wealth of the soil. 


Large manufacturing plants and packing 
sheds for shipping show the business that 
is developed, while prosperous cities are 
growing up in the various productive sec- 
tions. Everywhere are seen enterprise and 
progress that show a solid foundation for 
present business and foretell a bright future 
for this naturally favored part of the State. 

That portion of Santa Barbara County 
served by the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation is bounded on the 
north by the Santa Maria and Cuyama 


Rich valleys and hills of grain,—a typical coast country scene. 
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rivers and extends south to the Santa Ynez 
Mountains. The general contour of the 
section is rolling, hilly and mountainous, 
with many fertile valleys following the 
streams. The Santa Maria is the largest 
river in Santa Barbara County and forms 
part of its northern boundary. This river 
also forms the northern boundary of Santa 
Maria Valley, a fertile plain twenty-five 
miles long and from four to twelve miles 
wide. 

Feeding the Santa Maria River is the 


Cuyama River, which has its 
headwaters in western Kern 
County not far from Maricopa. 
This river has formed a large 
valley bordering on Santa Barbara 
and San Luis Obispo Counties, 
which for many years has been the head- 
quarters for extensive cattle raising. The 
floor of the Cuyama Valley *is somewhat 
rolling with considerable level land capable 
of producing abundant crops, but owing to 
its inaccessibility, agriculture has been given 
but little attention. Agriculture promises 
to become more important upon completion 
of a new highway from McKittrick to 
Santa Maria. The proposed Cuyama 
Valley road is over easy grades and will 
provide a new route between the San Joa- 
quin Valley and the Coast country. 


Los Alamos Valley is the next valley 
south of the Santa Maria Valley and 
extends east and west for a distance of 20 
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miles, connecting on the east end with the 
San Antonio Valley. Many fertile strips 
of land from one-quarter to one mile wide 
follow these stream beds, while the border- 
ing hills produce hay and grain. 

The Solomon Hills, rising from 500 to 
1,000 feet above the levels of the Santa 
Maria and Los Alamos Valleys, are rich 
in oil, limestone and other deposits that 
await development. The Santa Maria oil 
fields extend into the Solomon Hills and 


Packing Plants of 
Santa Maria Valley 


Left.—Plant of San Luis 
Ice Company at Santa 
Maria. 


Center.—Puritan Ice Com- 
pany’s plant at Guada- 
lupe. 


Below.—The Santa Maria 
Ice and Oold Storage 
Company has five pack- 
ing sheds. 


the Casmalia Hills to the west of the 
Solomon Hills. g 


South of Los Alamos Valley are the 
Purisima Hills, extending east and west 
across the county for a distance of 25 miles. 
These hills are among the most beautiful 
in the State, covered with heavy growth of 
laurel, manzanita, and other flowering 
shrubs, with here and there oaks and low 
pines. A new highway connecting Lompoc 
with the main Coast Highway is under con- 
struction and will cross the Purisima Hills 
by an easy grade, opening up some very 
picturesque country. Extensive oil deposits 
in the Purisima Hills are being held in 
reserve for future development. 
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Sawing chalk rock by means of steel cables at Celite 
Products Company's quarry, near Lompoc. 


Crossing the Purisima Hills we come to 
the Santa Ynez River with its chain of 
valleys connecting the upper Santa Ynez 
Valley with the level lower valley. In 
the upper valley, containing about 25 
square miles, are the towns of Santa Ynez, 
Buellton, Los Olivos, Ballard, and Sol- 
vang, near which is the famous Santa Ynez 
Mission. From the upper valley the river 
winds its way between the Santa Rita Hills 
and the Santa Ynez Mountains toward the 
sea, the rich bottom lands bordering the 
stream in strips from one-half mile to two 
miles in width, spreading out to three miles 
wide in the Lompoc section. Lompoc 
Valley, which is the lower end of the Santa 
Ynez Valley, is quite level and under a 
high state of cultivation, productive gar- 
dens, fields and orchards extending for 
eight miles toward the ocean where the 
valley narrows to less than a mile in width. 

Three miles south of Lompoc are the 
famous chalk rock cliffs of diatomaceous 
earth used in many manufactured products. 
The Celite Products Company has an 
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extensive plant here, employing several 
hundred men throughout the year. 

Over the Santa Ynez mountains through 
beautiful Gaviota Pass is the city of Santa 
Barbara, 40 miles from Lompoc. 


FELIX MATTEI, 4 HOST 
OF THE OLD SCHOOL 


Just outside the town of Los Olivos, in 
a green little nook past which runs an old 
stage route, is a wayside inn. The dust 
piling up in the crevices tells of the passage 
of years, and even the atmosphere breathes 
the spirit of the days of the Dons. Inside 
the large lounging room are walnut tables 
and chairs that years before made the 
perilous trip round the Horn and now give 
this Inn the semblance of an old-time par- 
lor. Softening the stiffness of the "best 
parlor air" are paintings of early notables 
and the air of California hospitality. Over 
all has settled a warm quiet, disturbed only 
by the hum of occasional bees. The host 
animates the picture, in perfect harmony 
with his old-world setting. Rotund and 
cheery, with hair and beard as white as the 
snowy linen on his round dining tables, 
his black eyes sparkle the welcome of a 
friend to those whom he has known and 
cast an enquiring but none the less welcome 
look to the stranger. One feels that one 
has entered the presence of a person of 
distinction and a place of distinction when 
one enters Mattei’s Tavern. | 

Matteis Tavern has been famous for 
forty years for fine cooking and real 
California hospitality. Felix Mattei is 


known far and wide as a host of the old 
school. Los Olivos is only a short detour 
off the main highway into a beautiful coun- 
try and is well worth the extra time. 


Mattei's Tavern, famous for forty years. 


Filling the City Market Baskets 


Tremendous Growth of Coast Centers of Population Opening Up New 
Outlets for Products of Santa Maria Valley. 


ARET Garrett, noted Saturday 
G Evening Post writer and analyst, 
while on a recent visit to the West, 
made the statement that the chief objective 
of our efforts to better California’s agricul- 
tural conditions should be directed toward 
building up the industries of the larger 
cities. ' By so doing," he remarked, “you 
will develop a home market for a large part 
of your agricultural products that now are 
forced into competition with other agricul- 
tural districts nearer to the densely popu- 
lated centers of food consumption. 

“The cure for Coast conditions lies in 
more textiles," was his summary. 

The accuracy of the Garrett analysis 
becomes evident when attention is directed 
to the expanding manufacturing centers of 
the Coast and the resultant increase in 
population, especially in the larger cities. 

During the past five years 103,000 acres 
of highly productive land in Los Angeles 


County alone has been withdrawn from 
agriculture and cut into residential prop- 
erty. These figures are from the 1925 
census. While figures are not available on 
the acreage of agricultural land being con- 
verted into city home places in other Cali- 
fornia centers of population, it is reasonable 
to assume that another 100,000 acres have 
been taken out of the food production 
column and put into the food consumption 
column. 

'This situation means that not only 
200,000 acres of land in this State must be 
brought under intensive cultivation to offset 
the land withdrawn, but that additional 
acreage must be put into gardens and 
orchards to supply the population now on 
lands formerly productive. 

IRRIGATION DEVELOPS NEW CROPS 

The market baskets of California cities 
have grown to enormous proportions dur- 
ing the past five years. In localities where 


Milk from the Santa Maria Valley is in demand because of low bacterial count, 
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Santa Maria Valley leads the State in lettuce production. 


water can be developed, idle tillable land, ing plants have been installed to supply 


pasture lands, and hay fields are being put water for alfalfa, sugar beets, lettuce, corn, 
to more profitable uses under intensive flower seeds, peas, cauliflower, tomatoes, 
cultivation. This change is notable in the onions, carrots, potatoes, strawberries, 


Santa Maria Valley. 


It was only a few years 
ago that the products of 
the Santa Maria Valley 
were limited to hay and 
beans. With the advent of 
the sugar mill came sugar 
beets, irrigation, and im- 
proved cultural methods. 
Other field crops were 
planted, following the exper- 
ience of the sugar beet 
growers, proving the produc- 
tivity of the soil, climatic 
and water conditions to be 


favorable for many crops of ode dis d d EL MIA : 
. ros i " i 
high value. ands of color stretch for miles across fields of flowers grown for see 


The irrigation practices introduced by celery, cucumbers, table beets, spinach, 
sugar beet growers proved to the truck chicory, string beans, artichokes, turnips, 
gardener, seed grower and others the and radishes. 
possibilities of tapping the underground A survey made during 1924 by Thomas 
water supply. Hundreds of electric pump- Chalmers, State Horticultural Commis- 


P 


UNION SUGAR PLANT AT BETTERAVIA, 
Where the lowly beet is converted into crvstal white sugar to tickle the palate of the nation. 
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Northern Santa Barbara County has many fine examples of well-conducted farm places. 


sioner at Santa Maria, showed twenty-six 
crops were being grown. 

This survey showed the seven leading 
crops were grain hay, 18,088 acres; beans, 
12,986 acres; sugar beets, 4,880 acres; 
alfalfa, 4,869 acres; barley, 3,236 acres; 
lettuce, 2,400 acres, and oats, 2,250 acres, 
or a total of 48,709 acres. In the next 
group of six crops were corn, 618 acres; 
flower seed, 570 acres; peas, 432 acres; 
cauliflower, 350 acres; tomatoes, 165 acres, 
and onions, 121 acres, or a total of 2,256 
acres. Eleven other crops were grown on 


262 acres. 


The Chalmers analysis shows the trend 
toward diversity. Looking into the possi- 
bilities of an increase in acreage devoted to 


Red oat hay of the finest quality. 


highly diversified crops, Chalmers shows 
that of the 49,174 acres harvested in 1924, 
12,918 were irrigated, and 36,253 acres 
dry farmed. It was found that only 3,507 
acres of tillable land in the Santa Maria 
Valley were not worked last year. This 
acreage consisted largely of marginal lands 
that have generally been farmed to special- 
ized crops during periods of high values. 


INTENSIVE CULTIVATION NECESSARY 


Chalmers says: “Agricultural develop- 
ment in this valley must depend on other 
methods than land additions for increasing 
its unit production. There are three 
immediate possibilities: First, by the exten- 
sion of irrigation over a larger section; 
second, by the introduction and adoption 
of new crops of higher unit 
production; third, by diver- 
sification of crops on land 
now irrigated." 


Alfalfa acreage increased 
51 per cent in the past three 
years, sugar beets 50 per 
cent and lettuce 275 per 
cent. The Santa Maria 
Valley in 1924 led the state 
in lettuce shipments with 
1,451 cars. It is estimated 
that more than 2,000 cars 
of lettuce will be shipped 
during this year. 

Alfalfa for dairying and 
lettuce stand out as the two 
crops which have made the 
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California Milk Products Creamery at Guadalupe 


greatest development during recent years. 
The increase in these two crops, chiefly 
alfalfa, will continue, is the forecast of the 
State Horticultural Department. There 
were 43.6 per cent of the farms during 
1924 which produced one crop only. 

The average size of farms in the Santa 
Maria Valley is 572 acres of which 177 
acres are classed as improved land. Many 
of these farms extend into the hill country 
and consist largely of grazing land. The 
average in the state of California is 250 
acres per farm of which 100 acres is 
improved land. Increasing demand for 
products that can be grown to advantage 
in the Santa Maria Valley will undoubt- 
edly attract large numbers of farmers. 


DAIRYING BRINGS BIG INCOME 


Dairying in the Santa Maria district has 
for many years been one of thechief 
sources of agricultural income. Most of 
the milk produced in this section is shipped 
whole, the low bacterial count making it 
especially desirable. During 1925 more 
than one and one-half million gallons were 
produced in addition to 499,000 pounds of 
butter churned in two creameries. There 
are almost 6,000 head of cattle in the valley 
and hills surrounding the valley, of which 
approximately 3,800 are milk cows, the 
balance being young stock and bulls. 

Some fine herds are to be found in the 
Valley and more attention to thoroughbred 
stock is being given. 

Hogs and poultry also do well in the 
Santa Maria district. 


LOS ALAMOS CENTER OF 
FINE FARMING COUNTRY 


Los Alamos, 22 miles south of Santa 
Maria on the Pacific Coast Railroad, has 
a population of 400, and is the center of 
some fine agricultural land extending along 
Los Alamos creek. The oil fields of the 
Purisima hills extend south to the vicinity 


of Los Alamos. 


SOLVANG IS YOUNGEST 
COLONY OF SANTA YNEZ 


Tucked away among the folds of the 
hills in the southwestern corner of the 
Upper Santa Ynez Valley is the town of 


Solvang, the name meaning “Sunlight” in 
Danish. 


This  Danish-American colony was 
started in 1911 by a group of Iowa farmers 
seeking a milder climate and an oppor- 
tunity to apply their knowledge in farm- 
ing. About 9,000 acres of Rancho San 
Carlos de Jonata was purchased for farms 
and a townsite. Farming operations were 
begun, using dry summer plowing which 
was a new method in that section. Results 
were very encouraging and the farmers 
prospered. About 500 families now are in 
this section carrying on dairying, grain 
farming and fruit raising. The quality of 
the fruit is excellent and while fruit 
acreage is relatively small, this new indus- 
try has a promising future with electricity 
available for irrigation. 

A report from a resident of Solvang 
states, “The coming of the electric light 
and power line into the Santa Ynez Valley 
a year and one-half ago was a Godsend to 
this community. Irrigationists here figure 
that the cost of their pumping is now but 
one-third of what it was when they used 
gasoline engines, and that interruptions of 
irrigation due to break-down of machinery 
are unlikely now.” 

The town of Solvang has large and well- 
stocked stores, the only bank in the Santa 
Ynez Valley and good schools. Atterdag 


College, an institution similar to the well- 
known folk high schools in Denmark, was 
started in 1911 as a link between American 
and Danish customs and traditions. It 
stands on a hill overlooking the town. 


Atterdag College stands on a hill overlooking the town. 
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A NEW HALF-MILLION DOLLAR HIGH SCHOOL. 


The pride of Santa Maria. was awarded first honors in Los Angeles Architects Convention. The 17-acre 
site on the State Highway is covered with many fine old trees, 


A New City on an Old Site 


Modern Buildings Mark Spot of First Settlement of Santa Maria in 1867; 
City Started in 1875. 


HE city of Santa Maria, originally 
called Central City, is the metrop- 
olis of northern Santa Barbara 

County. Twelve miles from the coast on 
the Santa Maria Valley Railway, this city 
of 5,000 population had its start in 1867 
when B. Wiley began farming on 160 
acres. 


Eight years later, or in 1875, the city 
of Santa Maria was surveyed and the town 
started in the heart of a great grain field. 
To make the town attractive to the grain 
farmers, the streets were laid out suffi- 
ciently wide to permit four- and six-team 
wagons to turn conveniently. Main streets 
are 120 feet wide while cross streets are 
100 feet. "This forethought of the city 
planners has made possible one of the most 
beautifully planned cities in California, 
providing streets that are the envy of many 
cities where present day traffic congestion 
has become a problem. 


An outstanding feature of the city of 
Santa Maria is the handsome buildings 
devoted to education and religion. The 
Carnegie Library, built in 1909, is a beau- 
tiful building of faultless architecture set 
in a well kept park. A playground and 
bandstand are part of this civic center. Just 
across the street is the handsome new 
Methodist Church building. 
recently completed at a cost 
of $100,000. Further along 
on the same street is the 
new high school building 
and beautiful grounds. 


HIGH SCHOOL IS CITY'S PRIDE 


The Santa Maria Union 
High School and Junior 
College is the pride of the 
entire valley. This school, 
built in 1922 on a seven- 
teen-acre site, at a cost of 
$400,000, was awarded first 
honors at the Architects’ 
Convention held in Los 
Angeles. It has a cafeteria, 
gymnasium, auditorium, and 
an outdoor stage facing a 


patio. Vocational training shops for auto- 
motive and wood working are in separate 
buildings and include complete electrically 
equipped machinery for the work. The 
Junior College offers the first two years of 
the regular university course, making it 
possible for students to enter the State 
University as Juniors. Four hundred and 
seventy-five students were enrolled in the 
High School and Junior College this year. 


CHARMING SANTA MARIA INN 


Near the High School is the famous 
Santa Maria Inn. This institution has 
won for the city a nation-wide reputation 
through the courtesy and comforts provided 
by its host, Frank McCoy. Located on a 
site covered with old trees and palms, 
one mile from the center of the city, Santa 
Maria Inn offers a real home to tourists. 
The 100 rooms of the Inn are designed for 
real rest. Each room faces on a flower- 
covered court or patio and is furnished with 
a bath and bed that bring joy to the tired 
traveler. The sunny dining room is filled 
each morning with billows of flowers for 
which Santa Maria is noted. Rare copper 
and pewter antiques decorate a plate rail 
extending around the dining room, lending 
a quaint old-world atmosphere to the place. 


Patio of Santa Maria Inn 
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In the lounging rooms com- 
posing the lobby are antique 
chests of bright colors col- 
lected from early Spanish 
homes, while here and there 
are Indian stone mortars 
used for grinding corn, and 
other Indian relics that inter- 
est students of the primitive 
tribes inhabiting this country 
before the coming of the 
whites. Santa Maria Inn 
has a real personality that 
has brought renown to Frank 
McCoy and to the city of 
Santa Maria. 


CITY STRONG IN CIVIC PRIDE 


Civic spirit in Santa 
Maria is on a high 
plane. Active interest in community 


affairs is shown by the strong co-operative 
effort put behind movements for the 
advancement of the city’s interests. Rotary 
and Kiwanis each hold noon luncheon club 
meetings that are well attended. The 
Santa Maria Club has a fine building 
where business and professional men gather 
for social and civic betterment. Two 
women’s clubs contribute to the city’s wel- 
fare by participation in activities for civic 
advancement. Practically every denomina- 
tion is represented in many fine church 
buildings distributed throughout the city. 


In Santa Maria are 120 business houses, 
handling practically every line found in 
large Coast cities. The shops are bright 
and clean, displaying complete assortments 
of up-to-date merchandise at prices compar- 
ing favorably with large cities. 


The growth of Santa Maria was 
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Flower-gardened homes and mansions 


stimulated by the discovery of oil in 1900 
on the Careaga property about six miles 
away. By 1908 the oil fields had reached 
their maximum production, bringing pros- 
perity to all lines of business. These fields 
have continued to produce millions in black 
gold that have contributed to the building 
up of the city and brought new towns in 
the hills as well. 

Santa Maria today reflects prosperity. 
The first impression the visitor receives on 
entering the city is cleanliness. The broad 
streets are lined with crisp new business 
blocks flanked at either end with flower- 
gardened homes and many real mansions. 
Only by side trips into the country is the 
traveler able to find the explanation for 
the springing up of this miniature metrop- 
olis off the through north and south rail- 
road line. 


The oil fields have contributed much to the wealth of Santa Maria 


Indians Discover Oil 


First Use of Petroleum Made by Primitive Boatmen in Construction of 
Plank Canoes. 


SPHALTUM . collected from 
springs and seepage holes in the 
Solomon Hills bordering on the 

south side of the Santa Maria Valley 
was used by the early Indian inhabi- 
tants to calk rough hewn boats used 
along the coast. Early white settlers 
reported seepages at various points in the 
hills, but little attention was paid to these 
discoveries at that time. Scientists of those 
days were struggling hard to bring the price 
of refined oil down to a level to meet the 
tallow candle and most people figured that 
oil was more of a nuisance than a blessing. 
So just when oil was first "discovered" in 
the Santa Maria Valley must be answered 
by older men than are now in the fields. 


The first oil lease in this section was 
filed March 14, 1900, by the Western 
Union Oil Company on the Careaga prop- 
erty near Orcutt. Two holes were drilled 
without results, but the indications were so 
good that a third hole was bored which 
struck oil in paying quantities. Union Oil 
Company geologists had prospected the field 
as early as 1895, reporting favorable indica- 
tions. Following the Western Union dis- 
covery, drilling operations were started by 
the Union that brought in several paying 
wells. 


The sensation of the field was the famous 
Hartnell No. 1, brought in December 10, 
1904, which flowed 1,200 barrels per day 
for the first 90 days. This well flowed 
three million barrels before it was put on 
the pump. 

Oil activity was intense following the 
Hartnell gusher. Following this strike 
large acreage was secured by lease by the 
Union and other oil companies. he 
new town of Orcutt, six miles south of 
Santa Maria, was laid out in 1904. Oil 
development continued to expand, the 
Casmalia and Lompoc fields adding to the 
production which reached its highest point 
in 1908 with an output of nine million 
barrels. 

One of the most interesting wells dis- 


covered in the history of the field was 
Union Oil Company's Hill No. 4 in beau- 
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tiful Purisima Canyon. This well, brought 
in April 30, 1906, flowed 200 barrels per 
day for about one year, when it dropped 
to 185 barrels which it continued every day 
for 15 years. It is still flowing 110 barrels 
per day and during the 19 years of its 
existence has produced more than one mil- 
lion barrels. ‘There has never been.a day's 
loss in production during the life of the 
well, the only repairs necessary being a 
new derrick recently erected. Hill No. 4 
holds the record for constant production 
among California oil wells. 

The present production of the oil fields 
of Santa Barbara County is about 250,000 
barrels per day from 315 wells. Total 
production during 1924 was 115,311,950 
barrels. The proven oil territory covers 
8,750 acres, while the proven and semi- 
proven territory in the county covers 135 
square miles. 


A MILLION-DOLLAR OIL WELL. 
In a setting of flowering manzanita and limestone 


cliffs of Purisima Canyon, Hill No. 4 of the Union Oil 
Company bas continued to flow for nineteen years. 


Power—the Barometer of Development 


Santa Maria District Shows Remarkable Growth in Past Five Years; 
Heaviest Gains in Electric Pump Irrigation. 


HE most notable development 
undertaken by the San Joaquin 
Light and Power Corporation 


during 1913 was the construction for the 
Midland Counties Public Service Corpora- 
tion of a system of transmission lines down 
the Coast country to the Santa Maria 
Valley. The new line was the backbone 
of the Midland Counties Public Service 
Corporation distribution system beginning 
at Coalinga and serving San Miguel, Paso 
Robles, San Luis Obispo, Arroyo Grande, 
and Santa Maria. These cities previously 
had been served by small local plants which 
proved very unsatisfactory. The new line 
brought to these communities a long- 
desired commodity,—electric power in 
sufficient quantity to stimulate develop- 
ment. 

That the wish of these communities was 
realized may be credited to the aggressive 
policy of Mr. A. G. Wishon, who saw the 
possibilities of this won- 
derful coast country and 
advised the construction 
of a high voltage trans- 
mission line for a distance 
of 180 miles over some 
very rough country. The 
results that have followed 
this decisive piece of work 
prove the soundness of 
Mr. Wishon's estimates. 
The country has been 
benefited and the Mid- 
land Public Service Cor- 
poration was firmly estab- 
lished. 

Looking back at the 
growth of the country 
and the rapid increase in 
the use of power it is 
interesting to note how 
steadily the demand has 
increased. In 1913 the 
original substation capac- 
ity was 600 kilowatts. 
This was more than suf- 
ficient to take care of 
the needs of the city 
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and such new customers as had been 
signed up or were anticipated at the time. 
This installation remained unchanged until 
1917 when the transformer capacity was 
increased to 3,200 kilowatts. Three years 
later it was more than doubled to 6,950 
kilowatts, and in 1923 the capacity was 
increased to 12,000 kilowatts. The increase 
in transformer capacity in Santa Maria 
District has been 2,000 per cent in seven 
years. It is now 13,500 kilowatts, requir- 
ing five large substations. 


Using Santa Maria as the central dis- 
tributing point, power lines were extended 
southward to the oil fields, the cities of 
Orcutt, Los Alamos, Lompoc, Santa Ynez, 
Solvang and Buellton; and east to Better- 
avia, Guadalupe, Oso Flaco and the Union 
Sugar Refinery. Five 70,000-volt lines 
radiate in every direction from the Santa 
Maria substation. ‘There are many large 
industries in this section operating by the 
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Power lines in Santa Maria District of Midland Counties Public Service 


Corporation. 
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use of electricity. The Celite Products 
plant near Lompoc now has a connected 
load of 3,100 horsepower. In the oil fields 
213 of 315 producing wells are electrically 
operated. 

The use of power may be taken as a 
barometer of the growth and 
earning power of any com- 
munity. It can be seen from 
these figures that the Santa 
Maria District is forging 
ahead at a tremendous rate. 
The heaviest gains noted 
are in agricultural pumping 
plants. These are the insur- 
ance that stand back of the 
crops. They are sources of 
income that build a solid 
foundation for agricultural 
development. Prior to 1922 
very little was done in the 
Santa Maria District for 
irrigation purposes. During 
the past three years 165 
electric pumping plants have 
been installed, the average 
being 3714 horsepower per 
plant. These plants lift 
water from levels varying from 20 feet to 
90 feet, the average being 40 feet. 

During 1924 a new line was extended 
from Lompoc substation up the Santa Ynez 
Valley for a distance of thirty miles, serv- 
ing the towns of Solvang, Buellton and 
Los Olivos, and opening up to electric 
pump development many rich stretches of 
valley land and river bottom. The cost of 
the Santa Ynez line was $105,000. It 
now serves about 1,200 horsepower in 
agricultural motors. 

A new high tension power line, 80 miles 
long, built early in 1923 to supply a 
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second source of power to the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation. This 
line connects the McKittrick substation in 
western Kern County with Santa Maria 
substation. The line is built for a capacity 
of 110,000 volts and is now being oper- 
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SANTA MARIA DISTRICT OFFICE. 


Catherine Todd, consumers’ clerk and Julia Hannam, cashier, are in 
the foreground while Edna Tudor and Ruth Campbell, stenographers, are 
in the middle distance. 
Smalley, superintendent of distribution; and A. D, Church, district manager. 


Standing are V. F. Alexander, chief clerk; D. D. 


ated at 60,000 until such time as the 
reserve capacity is required. "The rapid 
growth of the entire Midland territory, 
especially in the Santa Maria and Santa 
Ynez Valleys, may bring about the increase 
in the capacity of this new main transmis- 
sion feeder before next year. 

The business of the Santa Maria Dis- 
trict is handled by A. D. Church and an 
efficient crew of 45 employees. D. D. 
Smalley, distribution superintendent for 
the Midland Counties system, also has his 
office in Santa Maria. 


THE LINE AND SUBSTATION CREW. 


They are, left to right, standing, G. W. Hartnell, H. A. Meagher, F. J. Breen, W.'H. Lambert, M. G. 
Shrake, H. R. Rego, W. B. Greeley, C. J. Longbridge, H. C. Otwell. L. J. Arellanes, R. F. Millhorn, Ed Sher- 


wood, E. M. Epperlv, J. M. Berkshire, L. T. Grey, and J. V. Pimentel. 


Seated are C. D. Wylie and F. D. Davis. 
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A new locomotive was dedicated to the service of the Santa Maria Valley at a public ceremony. 


SANTA MARIA RAILROAD 
HAS PROGRESSIVE POLICY 


The Santa Maria Valley and northern 
Santa Barbara County is traversed by three 
railroads, the Southern Pacific Coast 
Division, the Santa Maria Valley Railroad 


and the Pacific Coast Railway extending - 


south from San Luis Obispo to Los Olivos. 

The Santa Maria Valley Railway makes 
connections with the Southern Pacific at 
Guadalupe and runs east to Santa Maria 
and south to Roadamite where the Domin- 
ion Oil Company has a plant for working 
up the valley’s extensive asphaltum deposits 
for road making material which is mar- 
keted throughout the West. 

The Santa Maria V alley Railway 
recently was purchased by interests, headed 
by G. Allen Hancock, who have put into 
effect a progressive policy for developing 
the territory. Extensive plans are under 
way by the development department of the 
railway to exploit Santa Maria Valley 
resources. The Santa Maria ice and cold 
storage plant was purchased by the rail- 
road and enlarged from 30 tons to 200 tons 
capacity and five packing sheds erected at 
Santa Maria to provide shipping facilities 
for fruits and vegetables grown in the 
Valley. The lettuce pack alone from this 
plant will reach 1,000 cars this year, while 
other products of the valley will make an 
additional thousand cars handled by this 
railroad. 


The railroad has recently placed in 
service a new locomotive of the latest type 
to provide adequate facilities for the 
increasing traffice. A christening cere- 
mony in which representative citizens and 
civic clubs took part was staged to celebrate 
the placing of the new locomotive in 
service. 

A 400-acre tract near Santa Maria has 
been purchased by the railroad where a 
demonstration farm will be operated to 
test various crops and methods of cultiva- 


tion best suited to soil and climatic 
conditions. 
It is Mr. Hancock's endeavor to have 


a model railroad, a model farm and a model 
ice plant to stimulate the interest in Santa 
Maria Valley land. A radio broadcasting 
set will be installed by Mr. Hancock over 
which the interesting features of the Valley 
will be told to the world. 

Supplementing the transportation pro- 
vided by the railroads is a fine system of 
highways and well maintained surfaced 
roads extending in all directions from 
Santa Maria. Freight lines and stages 
operate between all centers on regular 
schedules. 


THE CHANGING WORLD 


The Pilgrim Fathers used to call the 
roll to see who had been killed by Indians. 
Now we check up to see how many have 
been killed by automobiles. 
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GUADALUPE GETS START 
WITH NEW INDUSTRIES 


Guadalupe, eight miles west of Santa 
Maria, is regaining much of its former 
prestige as a result of the increasing acre- 
age in intensive cultivation near the town. 
This town ‘at one time was the most 
important in the Santa Maria Valley but 
the oil fields and other factors gave Santa 
Maria an advantage that it has steadily 
maintained while Guadalupe languished. 
A new ice plant and packing plant and a 
new creamery have given Guadalupe a 
fresh start that promises to equal if not 
surpass the town of the 80’s. Guadalupe 
is the Southern Pacific shipping point for 
the Santa Maria Valley. 


LOMPOC VALLEY RICH, 
BEAUTIFUL WONDERLAND 
Lompoc, with a population of 2,700 is 
the second city in size in northern Santa 
Barbara County. It is twenty miles off 
the main state highway and ten miles from 
the main line of the Southern Pacific, con- 
nected by a branch line. A paved high- 
way connects Lompoc with the main road 
while a new highway is being paved north 
out of the city to connect with the main 
highway at Harris. The Lompoc Valley 
is a rich and beautiful agricultural wonder- 
land that is well-worth the short detour 
north and south to visit. 


THE COVER PICTURE 


The photograph on the cover page of 
this month’s magazine is a picture of the 
doorway of Santa Ynez Mission, near 
Solvang. Santa Ynez (Saint Agnes) 
Mission, built in 1804 was the nineteenth 
Mission to be built by the early padres. 
It was used for the Indians until 1850, 
when it was abandoned by the padres and 
rented. Recently the Irish Capuchin 
Franciscans secured possession and are 
gathering together many records and relics 
belonging to the Mission which will be 
placed in glass cases donated by the Santa 
Barbara Parlor of Native Daughters. The 
chapel doors shown in the picture were 
donated by Frank McCoy of Santa Maria 
and are exact copies of the original oak 
doors. The building and interior are well 
preserved, the walls of the chapel being 
covered with old paintings and decorations 
done by the Indians. 


AN UNDESIRABLE PASSENGER 


The fellow who rocks the boat to give 
others a scare has been razzed so much that 
we hate to mention him. Also the sap who 
points a gun at some one and pulls the 
trigger to see if it is loaded. But unfor- 
tunately those types are not yet extinct 
although the automobile has attracted much 
of their attention from canoes and fire- 
arms. 

Give this individual an automobile and 
two or three nervous passengers and he 
will amuse himself by giving them a thrill 
with his reckless driving in traffic. 

Occasionally one of these specimens will 
get past even an efficient employment 
department and some department's standing | 
in the monthly accident report will be in 
danger, as well as his fellow employees. 

The man who is responsible for an 
accident through inattention or forgetful- 
ness may be forgiven but not the one who 
brings injury on himself or a fellow worker 
by deliberately looking for trouble. For 
the protection of the safe workers, the 
trouble maker should be requested to call 
at the paymaster’s office on the way out. 


"Mama, when did you first get to know 
daddie ?" 


"Several years after I married him." 


Pacific-Southwest Bank Building at Santa Maria 


Entrance to Santa Maria! 


Santa Maria 


Crisp new business build; 
clean broad streets flanke, 
either end with garde 
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NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS-—It is the desire of 
San Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive 


this magazine without charge. It is assumed that one 
copy of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. 
If more than one copy is coming to you or your family, 
will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all communications, 
Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 


Ar C. Joy - - - 
SYDNEY W. GREEN - 


San Joaquin Power 


Editor and Manager 
Associate Editor 


Subscription - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
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SANTA MARIA 


When our enthusiastic district managers 
meet in conclave with the esteemed general 
manager and start to broadcast the accom- 
plishments and opportunities and new busi- 
ness connections of their particular terri- 
tory, one of their number sits back and 
sniffs in a superior sort of way that says 
as plainly as words: "Come with me, and 
I'll really show you something." 

He is Art Church, manager of Santa 
Maria district, which is one of the two 
big districts of the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation and which 
occupies all the northern half of Santa 
Barbara county. Of course, Art can brag 
about climate, for the day that is hot or 
cold is rare indeed in Santa Barbara 
county. And he can boast of scenery, too, 
for not only is there the combination of 
mountains and sea, but the mountains, ever 
green, low and rolling, inspire delight 
where their rugged brothers of the Sierra 
inspire awe; and the sea breaks upon the 
silver sands of long stretches of quiet, 
peaceful and inviting beaches. Here is 
history, too, with the gas buggy of today 
whizzing along El Camino Real, the Kings 
Highway of the day when California was 
New Spain. One with imagination can 
hear the footsteps of the Padres still echo- 
ing through the adobe missions, or ride 
over the hills and upon the mesas and 
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through the countless valleys of the great 
rancherias with the proud cattle-raising 
caballeros who followed the Fathers. Rich 
indeed with the romance of the days before 
the gringoes came is this Santa Maria dis- 
trict of ours, if one cares to delve for it. 

But we are only passively interested in 
what Santa Maria was. What it is today 
concerns us. And truthfully can it be said 
that Santa Maria represents in its products 
and resources a diversity greater perhaps 
than of any other district of our system. 
This is a land of plenty, coming now into 
its own through the advent of electricity 
and the pumping of water for irrigation. 
Growing rapidly in population, growing 
rapidly in community consciousness, and 
growing rapidly in its demand for electric 
service and convenience, Santa Maria is a 
live, prosperous, interesting and important 
link in the chain of the San Joaquin and. 
Midland system. It is a friendly district, 
too, appreciative of the part we have 
played and are continuing to play in its 
development. 

If one is to exercise imagination, why 
not let it run to the future rather than to 
the past? For one can easily visualize the 
not-far-distant day when the vista of model 
farms glimpsed from the roads winding 
through the hills will spread over every 
acre of land from one corner of this great 
district to the other. “That means more 
prosperity, more payrolls, more homes. 
And the ghosts of forgotten dons, possibly 
whispering regret at the passing of the 
picturesque days before the coming of 
Fremont, nevertheless might dance upon 
those selfsame hillsides in rejoicing that 
the land they had chosen had proved a land 
upon which God had continued to smile. 


SANTA BARBARA 


The earthquake at Santa Barbara did 
no damage to any of our properties. It 
is many miles from the Lompoc Valley to 
the earthquake zone, and we operate no 
further south than this valley. Neverthe- 
less we are deeply interested in a business 
way in Santa Barbara county and had con- 
sequently more than a passing interest in 
the catastrophe. The first authentic news 
that came from the stricken city trickled 
into our Fresno office from Santa Maria 
and San Luis Obispo, and we were able 
to give considerable reportorial assistance 
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to the news agencies and the daily press 
all over the country. 

No one should seek to minimize the 
damage done by the quake; but on the 
other hand every effort should be made to 
avoid exaggeration. Truth is that the 
shock was one of the most severe ever felt 
on the Coast; and truth is also that it was 
confined to a very small area. It wrought 
havoc through the business center of the 
city, but it did very little damage in the 
residence section. Eleven people lost their 
lives, but rarely does a day pass that a 
disaster of some sort, involving many more 
fatalities, is not recorded in the papers. 
Many buildings will have to come down; 
but that means replacing them with better 
ones, built to resist the remote contingency 
of another shake. Other buildings not so 
flimsily constructed as those that are com- 
pletely ruined, engineers say they can 
repair and make staunch and sturdy. And 
Santa Barbara, a wealthy little city, can 
command all the money needed to carry on 
the rebuilding program. 

General Manager A. Emory Wishon 
visited Santa Barbara the day following 
the shake. Barely twenty-four hours had 
elapsed, but the city was at work. Some 
stores were open for business. Others had 
established temporary quarters on a public 
plaza so that community needs could be 
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served. Banks were operating on the 
plaza, too. Clearing away of debris was 
in progress; fallen chimneys were actually 
being rebuilt. And Santa Barbara was 
not the least bit downhearted. In fact, 
the city was appreciative of the help which 
the world had offered, but wasn't soliciting 
help at all. Mr. Wishon offered all the 
help our company could give, but it wasn't 
needed. 


A better city will be the inevitable reac- 
tion—a city with even more pride than it 
has had before and with a greater spirit of 
co-operation among its people through their 
having gone through the catastrophe 
together. Santa Barbara still has the 
fairest skies and the most wonderful 
climate in all the world. From all the 
world will come those seeking an ideal 
place to live. And earthquakes are too few 
and far between for anyone really to worry 
about. 


Nobody has yet found out what the 
monkeys think of this evolution business. 


Just a little more time for stock selling. 
Have you sold your quota? 


A barber shop is the place for a close 
shave—not a railroad crossing. 


VALLEY ELECTRICAL SUPPLY CO. WINS PRIZE FOR BEST JUNE BRIDE WINDOW 


J. U. Berry, display manager for the Valley 
Electrical Supply Company at Fresno, produced 
the most beautiful June Bride display window 
on the Pacific Coast. This was the opinion of 
four members of the San Francisco Advertising 


Club who awarded first prize to the window 
in a contest entered by displays from all the 
leading electrical and other merchandising 
establishments on the Coast. This is the second 
time that Berry has captured this prize. 


Around The Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters’ Notes. 


BAKERSFIELD 


ALBERTA LOVE LEACH, Reporter. 
AMONG OURSELVES. 


On Sunday, June 20, the K. V. A. Club met 
at Kern Canyon for a picnic. The program for 
the day was the repairing and fixing up of the 
club house. The old cook house had been given 
to the club by the company and considerable 
work was necessary to repair and fix it up 
ready for use. A road had to be built up to it 
also, so one crew was put to work on the build- 
ing, another in the yards, cleaning up the debris, 
and a third crew of husky hard-workers were 
put to work on the road. Fordyce Hauser acted 
as general superintendent of all work, A. K. 
Carson, foreman of the building gang, and 
Earl Mitchell, foreman of the yard gang, while 
Ernest Rosenberg was foreman of the road 


Alberta Leach and Bess 
Johnson do the parts of Larry 
Semon and Charlie Chaplin, 


gang. The crowd worked right up until noon, 
when they retired to the beautiful and inviting 
lawn, where luncheon was spread in a very 
appetizing fashion by the ladies. After par- 
taking to the satisfaction of all, and a few 
minutes of rest under the spreading branches 
of the shady trees, the men again resumed their 
labor. At four o'clock, a halt was called again, 
and this time all returned to the lawns to be 
refreshed with some delicious ice cream pro- 
vided by the club. The rest of the day was 
given over to games and swimming. 

At the bottom of this page is a picture of the 


‘Girls Club at a weenie roast near Belleview 


Weir. Alberta Leach and Bess Johnston were 
the "chefs" for the evening and their Frenchie 
makeup helped them portray their part. The 
hoodlum handicap was won by the two care- 
ful cash counters, De Nize and Georgia. And 


Bakersfield Clubs 
Frolic Before 
Camera 


The shot on the 
left shows Bakersfield 
K. V. A. Club mem- 
bers cultivating blis- 
ters on their hands and 
cricks in their backs 


while clearing the 
rocks away for a new 
road to their club- 


house in Kern Canyon. 


Below are members 
of the Girls’ Club 
qualifying for a Mack 
Sennett picture at a 
weenie roast near 
Belleview Weir. 
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speaking of bare facts, the water fight was a 
tie, Bessie and Alease carrying away the 
honors. An expedition was led by “Columbus” 
App over to an island, with Kathleen, Anna 
and Marie as followers, who refused to heed 
the warning of Ella and Chloris, chosen chap- 
erons of the day. This crowd was some load 
for that little San Joaquin truck, and it would 
be safe to say there isn’t a bank of transform- 
ers in the whole San Joaquin system that can 
carry the load that it brought home that night. 
Theresa Kelly. and Jeannette Marvin will 
entertain in July. 

Thelma—“Courtship is 
love." 

Pop Pomeroy—"Yes, 
electric light bill." 

Lou Johnston has moved his furniture and 
fixtures, as well as his smile, from the con- 
sumers' department to the electrical department, 
where he says it is much cooler. The next 
move we look for "Lou" to make is along some 
stream where fishing and biting are good. 

Art Theile recently made application for 
membership in the “Bachelor’s Club,” his wife 
and daughter Louise having gone East for the 
summer. ‘They will visit many places while 
in the East, and principally the old home at 
Emmettsberg, Iowa. Art’s application to the 
club has temporarily been rejected, as all places 
are filled. However, John Ware’s wife is 
expected back from Texas soon, so this will 
leave a vacancy, which will no doubt be filled 
by Art. 

E. C. Richards of McKittrick paid us a short 
visit during his recent vacation. 

The Fresno general office has not been repre- 
sented in Bakersfield since our last issue. 
Whether it is too warm, or too far to walk, or 
they are too busy selling stock, we cannot say. 
Anyway we are satisfied, but we do like visi- 
tors now and then. 

The B. & K. Railway enjoyed the privilege 
of entertaining the Welfare Association on the 
last meeting night, June 23. The members met 
at the car barn at 7:30 and started on a trolley 
trip which had been planned. After a tour of 
the eastern part of the city, the journey contin- 
ued to 19th and Chester Avenue, where a trans- 
fer to Chester Avenue was made. Over the 
Chester Avenue line and transferring to the 
Santa Fe car, the trip continued to the West 
Park line, and thence back to 19th and F 
Streets where by transferring to the West 19th 
Street line and traveling to Oak Street, the 
entire system was covered in an hour and forty- 
five minutes. The regular business meeting 
was held at the car barn, car No. 9 being used 
for a meeting place, with Chairman John 
Artemus Ware presiding. Short talks on fare 
collection and accounting, car maintenance and 
railway operation were made by W. V. Shaul, 
G. W. Johnson and V. N. Mickelberry. 

G. Gordon Gillespie performed the duties of 
chauffeur de luxe on the bus tour. Those in 
the party were: J. A. Ware, chairman, A. Y. 
Meudell, Marion Crum, Fordyce Hauser, D. 
H. and Garland Ogden, Roy Yates, A. R. 
Theile, Liston Powell, Bert Schuyler, Lee 
Sumner, A. K. Carson, Wilko Fay Tyler, E. 


the moonlight of 


but marriage is the 
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Rosenberg, J. M. Hothersall, Geo. Johnson, W. 
V. Shaul, V. N. Mickelberry, Morris Lee and 
G. G. Gillespie. 

Wayne Bradley is enjoying two weeks’ vaca- 
tion in the mountains. 

A. K. Carson was a recent business visitor 
in Fresno. 

Twenty-two members of the Welfare Asso- 
ciation met in a body Monday evening, June 
22, and paid a short visit to Frank Tarpley. 
Mr. Tarpley is convalescing from a long siege 
of illness and is just now sufficiently able to be 
up and around the house. The club spent but 
a few minutes with him, but all took time to 
shake hands and wish him a speedy recovery. 

H. H. Hurt, who just recently returned from 
Stockton, Missouri, to resume his duties after 
a leave of absence due to his father's illness, 
has again gone East for this same reason. 
Harold recently received a telegram from his 
folks advising that his father had taken a sud- 
den change for the worse, so Harold left 
immediately. 

O. M. Simpson spent a day in this district 
during the past month. 

L. E. Flinn and family attended the Sciots’ 
picnic at the Haberfelde place above the Jack 
Ranch June 21. 

Warren Blackman is vacationing in Santa 
Barbara. Duke Gillespie just returned from 
his vacation, which he spent in San Francisco, 
Los Angeles and Santa Monica. 

W. F. Tyler has a brand-new Durant Sport 
model, with hip pockets and all the useless 
accessories of an uptown Ford, but no one has 
been able to see it yet, for Bill keeps it wrapped 
in cotton during the day. 


BAKERSFIELD STEAM PLANT 


Those on vacations during the month of June 
from the Bakersfield Steam Plant are Chas. 
Tietz, R. B. Bonny, R. M. Sprayberry, P. C. 
Anderson, R. A. Wallingford, J. H. Miller, T. 
N. Harbert and O. B. Smith. 

R. A. Wallingford, who has been with the 
company for five years, has accepted a position 
with the Garrett-Callahan Company of San 
Francisco. 

The steam plant employees and their families 
were well represented at the K. V. A. picnic at 
Kern Canyon, June 21. 


B. & K. TOKENS 


J. A. Cotter, car operator, has been absent 
from duty for three weeks on account of the 
serious illness of his wife, who is slowly im- 
proving. 

A. Griggs, car operator, is enjoying a thirty- 
day vacation visiting with friends and relatives 
in Oregon and Washington. Walla Walla, 
Washington, was his home for many years. 

R. F. Coates of the mechanical department 
has returned to his duties after an absence of 
several days on account of sickness. 

J. F. Moore, bus operator, resigned June 11. 
After a thirty-day vacation of fishing and 
camping in the mountains of Northern Cali- 
fornia, J. F. will locate near Sacramento. 

G. A. Vineyard has been added to our list 
of employees as an extra car and bus operator. 

An incident of an unusual nature transpired 


22 


about ten days ago. A citizen of Taft, “the 
Biggest Little City in the World," had business 
to attend to in Bakersfield, and incidentally a 
social call to make in the evening. Business 
had been transacted and the day was warm— 
time passes slowly in the hotel lobby—so the 
gentleman from 'Taft boarded a 19th Street 
car, and enjoyed the nice cool ride so much 
that he traveled over the entire system—and 
discovered that Bakersfield was a larger city 
than Taft! 
MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 

Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Beckwith have gone on 
their vacation. Oddis O'Connor is also taking 
his vacation. 

Quite a number of Midway people attended 
a weenie roast given by Mrs. J. E. Morgan. 

D. H. Ogden of Arkansas and Wisconsin 
arrived here a few days ago to visit his eldest 
son, G. Ogden. Mr. Ogden plans on taking a 
few shares of San Joaquin stock as a souvenir 
of California. 

F. L. Hauser and crew have finished the 
installation of a new reduction gear for No. 2 
circulating pump. 


SAN JOAQUIN 
VELMA Price, Reporter. 


The local office was the scene of a party 
given May 19 in honor of the district newly- 
weds, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Holland and Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall Johnson. The gang pooled their 
pennies and presented the Johnsons with an 
electric percolator and the Hollands with a 
waffle iron, together with best wishes. Ice 
cream and cake were served and dancing fol- 
lowed. The outstanding affair of the evening, 
at least from Marshall’s and Fred’s point of 
view, was the toss-up in a blanket, our idea of 
gently initiating the young husbands. Rice was 
also wonderfully and plentifully displayed. 

The Holland-Sheets wedding came as a sur- 
prise to their friends E m ag 
in the district. Of ae ya 
course we had been M eae 
expecting it for some 
time but nevertheless 
we were all flab- 
bergasted when we 
learned that they had: 
slipped off to Visalia 
where they were 
quietly married in the 
Episcopal Church. If 
the newspapers hadn't printed the license, the 
secret probably would be a secret still. 

E. G. Stahl spent June 15-17 in San Fran- 
cisco attending the National Electric Light Con- 
vention. He and his family then spent their 
vacation in Los Angeles. 

Velma Price has just returned from Santa 
Cruz and Capitola where she was spending a 
part of her vacation. 

Leslie Coughran, formerly of the Valley 
Electric, is our new district foreman's clerk. 
Coughran takes the place of E. C. Johnson, who 
has left the company. 

J. B. Turner and family spent the week-end 
of June 20-21 with relatives in Dinuba. 


We had been expecting it. 
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The “ole swimmin’ hole” is the most popular 
spot in San Joaquin, especially on these hot 
afternoons and evenings. And of course the 
San Joaquin Power club is well represented 
in the crowds. 

Thomas M. De Foe of the Valley Electrical 
Supply Company spent a few days in San Joa- 
quin during June. 

The J. B. Turner and Arthur A. Anderson 
families left Saturday, June 27, to spend the 
week-end at Bass Lake. They faithfully prom- 
ised to bring back more fish than fish stories, 
which in itself sounds fishy. 


CORCORAN 


ELINOR HEMMINGSEN, Reporter. 


During the month Fred C. Carroll, district 
manager, made a flying trip to Los Banos and 
Modesto. On his return he stated that he can- 
not see why anyone would want to live in Los 
Banos or Modesto when there is a place like 
Corcoran. No wonder Fred is president of the 
Chamber of Commerce of his town. 

W. R. Dillinger, district foreman’s clerk, is 
sporting a new Ford coupe. Bill does things 
like that every once in a while. We were just 
getting over the shock of his recent marriage, 
when he flashed the “coop” on us. How do 
you do it, Bill? 

The traveling auditors, Frank Suters and 
Loris Auld, were with us a few days while 
making their monthly audit. Other Fresno 
visitors whom we were glad to see were J. B. 
d H. N. Carroll, F. V. Boller and E. R. 
Banks. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 


GaRRETT VAN Buren, Reporter. 


After staring at a blank piece of paper for 
a week or ten days, with pen alertly poised, 
trying to decide whether or not vacations have 
any news value, I have decided that they have 
not but what am I going to do about it? I 
have read through the "Publicity" chapter of 
our Employees! Educational Course, trying to 
find a rule telling how to make News out of 
Vacations, but apparently that point was over- 
looked. 

I did find out one thing by reading that 
paper however. One of the questions asked 
was, “What is ‘news sense’?” I thought all 
the time that term "news sense" was one word, 
and meant something else. In my answer to 
that question I said, “Magazine Editors," and 
never knew until I read the paper just why 1 
drew a blank in deportment for that lesson. 

Mrs. Jenny Townsend of the stencil depart- 
ment has returned from her vacation with her 
hair bobbed. Where else she went could not 
be ascertained. 

Nellie Priest of the same department spent 
her vacation at Huntington Lake. 

Grace Manley of the consumers! department 
took a vacation along the Pacific Coast. 

Lytton Bristol, Lewis Linxweiler, and Alex 
Rothermel are conducting themselves in a sim- 
ilar manner. 

Now that vacations are disposed of for the 
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time being, we will get down to work and dis- 
burse a lot of news. 

One of the delegatesses at the recent N. E. 
L. A. Convention in San Francisco was Frances 
Pratt of our consumers’ department. Miss 
Pratt was the author of the prize-winning 
slogan of the Pacific Coast Elec- 
tric Light Association Smile Con- 
test. While at the convention she 
acted as guest at a tea held at the 
Hotel St. Francis, which was a 
decided success among those pres- 
ent. The few words which made 
Miss Pratt famous overnight are “Faith moves 
mountains, but smiles move men.” The most 
remarkable part of this is the fact that, as yet, 
no transfer or express company has attempted 
to use these words in their advertisements. 

Marie Turner has returned to her desk after 
a prolonged session with the tonsil barber at a 
local sanitarium. As a pleasant affair she 
reports this to be an absolute dud. 

Effie Reed of the Water Company’s ledgers 
has announced her engagement to Michael 
Bazuik, which isn’t pronounced the way it is 
spelled because it isn’t possible. Mr. Bazuik is 
with the Fresno Showcase Company of this 
city. Flash!!!—Miss Reed was being married 
as this was being written. 

Paul Wilson, having sent his family to the 
coast for the summer, is among the first of the 
well-known “Playmates Club” to join the ranks 
of summer bachelors. L. J. Moore and Jim 
Moulton are reported on this roster already. 
Before the season is over the ranks will have 
been swollen to seven or eight members. The 
principal function of that organization is to 
furnish amusement to its members after the toil 
of the day, if any. Nothing in the line of 
amusement is barred, so long as it can be 
reported in the weekly letter to the family. 
Last year's activities consisted mainly of search- 
ing for food and swimming pools, etc., or both. 

Mrs. A. H. Bingham, on the occasion of leav- 
ing the employ of this company, was presented 
by her friends with an album of autographs, 
some hand-engraved gladiolas, and a letter 
written by Frances Pratt and Elsie Geiger. A 
copy of the letter is attached, and if the editor 
has the nerve to print it, you may read it—then 
again, you may not. 

(Note: The above-mentioned letter follows. 
The invitation to print it came in the form of 
a veiled dare and when it is a question of nerve 
or judgment, we have lots of nerve.—Editor.) 


*Fresno, California, June 26, 1925. 


“Dear Mrs. Bingham: 

“As Early and late, you flit hither and Yon, 
Slaven on the highways and byways of life, list 
to the one who say ‘stop,’ lest you Turner 
around, look not north and south, nor Easton 
west, but ever forward. 

«Be not discouraged at the Hill of despair. 
Did not McBride travel this way on the his- 
torical search for Jacobs ladder? Yea, verily! 
on the other side of the hill, McClain stopped 
and picked a Ruby red Camille among the 
Reeds along the roadside. He carried it next 
to his heart all day, even declining to give it 


Smile 
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to the Priest, whom he passed on dangerous 
Geiger’s Grade. 

“About noon the next day, the poor man was 
famished with hunger, he hadn't Eaton for two 
days, his Manley strength was sapped; his 
stomach clamored for food —he didn't even 
have a stick of Adams pepsin gum. Desper- 
ately he accosted a traveling Baker and cried, 
‘Food, give me food, lest I lose all DeWitt I 
have.’ In his anguish, he forgot the flower on 
his breast, and a passing sun Ray stole in and 


drank the drop of dew at the heart of the 


flower, so that it withered and turned Brown. 

“In despair, McClain hailed a moving Van 
passing down the street, but the Van could not 
help. Further on he met the village Smith, the 
Mayor, Schneider, the maker of catsup, the 
Champion wrestler of the village, the village 
Coppin, the street sweeper ‘Wilson,’ and all the 
Boysen girls from the white school house, Big- 
Low, and fat, but none of these friends could 
restore to him his Ruby red Camille. 

“His feet were weary, his head bowed with 
Ernest grief, so he hailed a passing, rattling 
product of that genus called ‘Henry,’ and 
drove to the Townsend, and dashed to his 
destruction over a cliff! Another Glee-son 
gone wrong! One more Worden, we are 
through. 

“Now this is the moral of this little tale,—— 
to you, who are going from us on the journey 
of life,——'Never let the stomach rob the heart 
of its delights.’ 

“With best wishes and kind regards, 


“Always yours as B4, 
"PRATT & GEIGER." 


Jess D. Luke of the collection department 
underwent an operation for appendicitis and is 
now back at work. 

Mr. Luke also recently had the misfortune to 
lose his father. We extend to him our deepest 
sympathies in his loss. 

J. E. Strahan is again in active service on the 
collecting force after an absence of four months 
due to illness. 


CONSTRUCTION-SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
IDA BEVERLY OSBORNE, Reporter. 


Chet Coon and Al Hightower attended the 
N. E. L. A. Convention at San Francisco from 
June 15 to 20, where they demonstrated the 
Minor-Coon Hot Tap Tools. Along with busi- 
ness they stirred in a little fun. Both of the 
boys report it a most enjoyable week. 

Vacations to date in this department have 
been thus and so: Curt Dietrich, one week, home 
working on pumping plant pit; Carl Stockholm, 
one week, putting in lawn at his newly-pur- 
chased home at 539 Cornell; Ted Newton, two 
weeks, home in Fresno resting up for the re- 
mainder of the summer; Charles Thode, two 
weeks, sight-seeing in Los Angeles; Chester 
Marshall, two weeks, enjoying the mountains 
around Big Basin; K. D. Long, two weeks, con- 
sidering the merits and demerits of the differ- 
ent makes of cars. K. D. finally settled on a 
Star, making two brand new ones for this 
department. 
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STORES DEPARTMENT 


LESLIE Derrricu, Reporter. 


Myrtle Isaacson left the company the first 
of the month. We were all very sorry to see 
her leave and will miss her cheerful laugh. 
Miss Claudia Lease is taking her place. 

The D. O. Hanson family left for their vaca- 
tion July 4. One week was to be spent in 
San Francisco and one week at Huntington 
Lake. 

G. H. Grummett is spending his vacation 
in San Francisco. 

Mrs. Albert Blasingame and party of friends 
spent the week-end of July 4 somewhere be- 
tween Shaver and Dinkey Creek. 

Harry Clinch clinched a power stock pur- 
chaser the other day and before he was through 
had clinched a $707 check in cash payment for 
seven shares of stock. Incidentally, there were 
four new subscribers in the bunch. 


TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 


J. M. Wainscoat has just returned from 
Bakersfield where he installed a new time clock 
for the garage. 

D. E. Davis of the garage has returned from 
a month's visit with relatives in Virginia. 

R. E. Woods of the garage is now spending 
two weeks on the coast. 

Russell and Mrs. Kempton and the Ford 
coupe are now at home at 1836 Adoline Street 
having just returned from a two-weeks' honey- 
moon. Cigars are now in circulation,—call for 
yours at car dispatcher's office. 

Geo. McCartea of the machine shop is now 
in the heavenly class, having just purchased a 
Star sedan. 

Clarence Marshall and Jack Marshall are 
now the proud owners of twin coupes of the 
Ford variety. 

1f all drivers were as careful of their cars as 
Mel Fowler, there would be a lot of garage 
mechanics earning their livlihood by some other 
means. In two years’ time Mel has had his 
car in the garage just two times, once for a 
new timer and again for regrinding the valves. 
In that time the car has traveled 30,000 miles 
over all sorts of roads and usually at high 
speed. (Traffic officers, please note). His 
work as inspector of substations takes him over 
the entire system in all kinds of weather, yet 
the car looks as though it was turned out of 
the paint shop only yesterday. All attention the 


Mel Fowler and his pet Buick. 
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paint work has received is a coat of varnish 
during April of this year, and about five wash- 
ings. Mel takes particular pride in the care 
of his cars, thereby holding his mileage costs 
down to a figure that the editor hesitates to 
publish, simply because it doesn't look truthful. 
Anyway, this is not a Buick advertisement,— 
it is a puff for Mel Fowler and his ability as 
a driver. 


STATIONERY DEPARTMENT 


A new Chevrolet was purchased recently by 
Bill Palfrey. 

Rock Creek will be the headquarters of Bob 
Martin during the next two weeks. It is an 
ideal place to camp with plenty of mountain 
trout available at all times. He will be accom- 
panied by Martin Kearns and Roy Abbott. | 


SELMA DISTRICT 


"THELMA CARGILE, Reporter. 


Rev. Geo. F. Tinsley of the First Christian 
Church of Selma has formed the custom of 
inviting the different fraternal and commercial 
organizations to meet on Sunday morning with 
his Everyman’s Bible Class from 9:30 to 10:39 
at the T. & D. Theater. It was the privilege 
of the Power Company employees to attend the 
Sunday morning services June 14. With mem- 
bers of their families, they numbered forty-five, 
the largest delegation that has yet attended the 
class. Manager H. H. Young gave a splendid 
short talk upon the “Relation of the Public and 
the Power Company.” This was followed by 
musical selections and the lesson taught by Rev. 
Tinsley. Ed Greenwald’s gang was so anxious 
to go to church that they started work at 3:00 
a. m. in order to finish in time for the service. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Brentlinger are the 
proud parents of a seven-pound son born May 
19, 1925. Young Brentlinger, who will be 
known as Keith Norman, did not attend the 
church services Sunday as his father thought 
him entirely too young for such serious thought, 
but we hope to see him out in the near future. 

Arthur Rudd, who has been absent from work 
for a short time due to a broken collar bone 
received in a recent accident, has returned to 
his work. He was with us only a few days 
after his recovery when he was transferred to 
the Fresno District. 

Howard H. Young attended the N. E. L. A. 
Convention in San Francisco May 16 and 17. 
He reports a very interesting trip but refuses 
to relate any of his experiences while in the 
city. 

Harold Bohl had the misfortune to have one 
of the leading roles in an impromptu perform- 
ance held at the corner of First and Sylvia 
Streets one morning a few weeks ago when his 
Studebaker collided with an Overland. Harold 
received a broken collar bone plus a few cracks 
and bruises as his share of the proceeds. The 
collar bone has not acted as it should, but we 
hope to have Harold back with us before long. 

Warren Lewis, who was in the employ of this 
company until the opening of the University of 
California last fall, is back with us for the 
summer months. 
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Mr. and Mrs. C. Van Zile and Mrs. Van 
Zile’s father, C. D. Henderson, started on a two- 
months’ trip east on June 28. ‘They are taking 
the northern route, going through Sacramento 
and Salt Lake City. Van Zile informed us that 
his father-in-law is planning to sell his car 
while in the east and when asked how he 
expected to return, his answer was, “Broke.” 

The Selma office has purchased some new 
Venetjan blinds for the front windows to con- 
sole the unfortunate employees who will not 
get to visit Venice on their vacations this sum- 
mer. 

The Power Company boys have formed an 
indoor baseball team (all games played out- 
doors) under the direction of no one in partic- 
ular and have been playing against a team 
composed of employees of the oil companies. 
So far we have played two games, the oil men 
winning the first with a score of 15-18, and the 
Power Company winning the second with a 
score of 13-4. 

The war is on! Four shiny brass objects 
made their appearance at the district office the 
morning of the Nineteenth and applied for 
positions. H. H. Young immediately hired 
them and sent them in to W. H. Case to be 
placed. The instant Mr. Case made his appear- 
ance with the new additions the war started. 
The question is: “Resolved, that the objects 
shall be used as flower vases instead of cuspi- 
dors,” the girls taking the affirmative, the boys 
the negative. The question has not as yet been 
decided upon. 

Mrs. La Rose Linman is spending a two- 
weeks’ vacation in Yosemite. 

We had as visitors in the Selma District this 
month Frank Suters and Loris Auld. Loris pur- 
chased a new Ford coupe with trimmings and 
everything from L. L. Connally, local dealer. 

Other owners of new Fords in this district 
are G. E. Smith and L. Post. M. H. Overton 
went them one better and purchased a Dodge. 
We imagine that it will be quite a task to 
locate “Ole” in the future as he will be “Dodg- 
ing" around most of the time. 

We have noticed that Ed Greenwald is look- 
ing much better now that school has closed. Of 
course, Ed does not attend school, but you see, 
all of the teachers have left town so Ed gets 
more sleep than he did during the school term. 


MERCED 
AGNES P. Knapp, Reporter. 


District Manager R. Casad has been on the 
program of several Farm Bureau Centers dur- 
ing the month, among them the McSwain, El 
Nido and Los Banos meetings. Mr. Casad's 
talks at these meetings had to do with the Farm 
Bureau Traveling Conference from Berkeley 
to Red Bluff, which he attended from May 4 
to May 9. He made a great many pictures on 
the trip, which he has had made into slides 
to use in connection with his talks, which add 
a great deal of interest. Other power company 
members who assisted with the programs were 
Mrs. E. C. Evans and Mrs. W. E. Sumner, 
who sang, and the recently organized San Joa- 
quin Power Club orchestra. G. H. Maxfield is 


New tomato cannery for Merced. 


director of the orchestra and plays the cornet, 
Mrs. E. C. Evans, the piano, C. Dethlefson, 
drums, T. S. Harness, banjo, R. A. Scott, saxo- 
phone and F. L. Garbarino, cornet. 

There has been a marked increase in activity 
in the Merced District during June. Notable 
among the construction work is the building of 
a tomato cannery, which is expected to be com- 
pleted and ready for a trial run about July 1. 
On June 1, we received application for 100 
horsepower to serve the cannery. Crocker- 
Huffman Land and Water Company have 
remodeled their slaughter house at the Bellevue 
Ranch, near here, and have taken on an addi- 
tional load of 47V; horsepower. 

Lucille Barrett is back after a ten days 
illness of bronchitis and influenza. Lucille is 
offering a little prayer of thanks for the Mutual 
Benefit Association and its little checks that 
prove so useful. 

E. C. Evans, meter reader, is back to work 
after a six-weeks’ leave of absence, during 
which he was recuperating from the effects of 
an automobile accident. Another case where 
the Mutual Benefit Association came in handy. 

Jack Carter and M. P. Lohse spent June 23 
and 24 in Merced. E. R. Banks and F. V. 
Boller were also in Merced during the month. 

Thomas M. De Foe, Valley Electric salesman, 
was in Merced on June 18. Tom had just 
recovered from an operation and by way of 
celebration came to Merced. 

A wedding that we were all quite interested 
in was that of C. J. Baker and Miss Josephine 
Papaleo in Modesto May 20. 

Frank Garbarino and family of Livingston 
spent the last few days of May visiting with 
relatives in Coulterville. 

When the Los Banos Ball Club went forth 
to battle with Livingston on May 31, they were 
made to realize that they had come to a real 
live community with an honest-to-goodness ball 
team. The score was 10-9 in favor of Living- 
ston. 

Sweet and Boise of Turlock have taken over 
the Livingston Drug Store and are planning 
extensive improvements. They are very much 
pleased with the business outlook of Livingston. 

B. M. Lane, lineman, who for the past six 
months has been at the Incline substation as 
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operator and patrolman, is back in Merced as 
troubleman. S. G. Slagle has taken his place 
at Incline. D. L. Cade, lineman from Fresno, 
is on the hot tap wagon, while C. L. Park, line- 
man from Dinuba, has been added to Fred 
Crockett’s crew. E. Lovejoy is now line fore- 
man in this district. 


MADERA 
E. Lewis, Reporter. 


More cigars!! On Saturday morning, June 
27, the men of this district were treated to 
cigars by Donald Houston, a lineman in the 
Madera District. Upon investigating the mat- 
ter, we learned that Don and Miss Pansy Phil- 
lips, a former clerk in the office, were quietly 
married in Monterey on June 25. We all 
extend our heartiest congratulations and best 
wishes to Don and Pansy. 


Our very genial auditors, Frank Suters and 
Loris Auld, paid us a short visit during the 
month. 


In order to encourage the stock salesmen in 
the Madera District and to bring about closer 
co-operation among the employees, a Stock 
Sales Rally was held on Monday evening, June 
29. At this time everyone was asked to get 
behind our captain and help raise the quota set 
by the stock sales department for this district. 
The employees of the district were divided into 
two groups—The Hikers and The Pikers. W. 
L. Harris was elected captain of The Hikers 
and D. R. DeChaine, captain of The Pikers. 
The losing team will be held responsible for 
putting up a big feed for the winners. The 
Kilowatt Club is also offering a prize to the 
person on each team making the best showing. 

F. E. Rodman, counter clerk in the office, left 
the employ of the company July 1. Mr. Rod- 
man has been with us for the past several 
ond and we regret very much having him 
eave. 


Gerald Thede, storekeeper, has been trans- 
ferred to the main office to replace Mr. Rod- 
man. 

H. G. Trethewey, estimating clerk in the dis- 
trict foreman's office, has been promoted to the 
position vacated by Mr. Thede. 

W. C. Cox, former groundsman, is now help- 
ing Mr. Trethewey with the many duties of 
the stores department. 

Ralph Shupe is wearing a 
new hat. This is the result 


with a straw hat. At least 
that is how shupe’s other 
hat was injured, according 
to Ralph. We believe, how- 
ever, that, he was trying to 
teach Jerry and Bob a new 
dance. 


A new addition was made to the Madera 
District equipment during the month in the form 
of a Maxwell touring car for our district fore- 
man, Ben Catching. We have been wondering 
why Ben has had smiles all over his face lately. 
Now we know. 


Try this, Ralph. 
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F. J. Hosler and family spent a week’s vaca- 
tion in San Francisco and other bay points. 

Gerald Thede spent July 4 and the following 
week in Yosemite Valley. 

Lyman Harris has been on our invalid list 
during the month as the result of spraining his 
ankle while playing ball. We really believe 
this was a fake sprain and Lyman wanted to 
avoid working in the hot sun. 

Walter Graham, assistant district foreman, 
has been batching and we know he has lost 
several pounds from eating his own cooking, 
while Mrs. Graham spent a pleasant vacation 
with her sister in Ventura. 

H. Brandin and A. K. Dickinson (Tex) were 
also with us this month, checking over the store- 
room records. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Crawford are spending 
their vacation in the High Sierras fishing. 
Ross will have more fish stories for us when 
he returns. They also expect to spend a week 
in Monterey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Mulkey spent a two-weeks' 
vacation in Monterey. 

The following were out of town over the 
4th of July holiday: Dolly D. Dike and party, 
Santa Cruz; D. R. DeChaine, Yosemite Val- 
ley; Arza Hughes, Yosemite Valley; W. C. Cox 
and family, Bass Lake; H. G. Trethewey and 
family, Bass Lake; Horace Parkes and family, 
Beasore Meadows; Ben Catching and family, 
Beasore Meadows; Edna Lewis and party, 
Fish Camp; A. Ludwig and F. Crosson, High 
Sierras, fishing. 

This may be a “fish” story but J. E. Barrett 
says it is true. Mr. Barrett, Ross Crawford, 
and Frank Tyrrell spent the week-end of June 
27 and 28 at Bass Lake fishing. ‘They report 
that they caught about 40 fish in all. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Van Buren of Fresno 
spent the Fourth of July visiting J. E. Barrett 
and wife. 

Frank Hosler, not being satisfied with a 
broken finger, attempted to cut them all off. 
This was almost accomplished by his coming 
in too close contact with a fan blade. Frank 
will be more careful hereafter. We also wish 
to warn Loris Auld to be more careful with the 
electric fans in this district. They are danger- 
ous playthings. 


DINUBA 


BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 


Our district manager, Hazen G. Redfern, 
attended the N. E. L. A. Convention June 16 
and 17 in San Francisco. Mr. Redfern is very 
enthusiastic over the work that is being accom- 
plished by the association. He made a very 
comprehensive report to the district employees 
on the two-day program which he attended. 

Della Hicks, one of our consumers’ clerks, 
has just returned from a two-weeks’ vacation 
in Los Angeles and Long Beach. Della says 
she had a wonderful time and that she hated 
to return to the hot climate in Dinuba. 

J. Edwin Hammond, our genial salesman, 
spent June 13 and 14 fishing at Huntington 
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Lake. Jack reports the weather to be fine up 
there, and also that his luck was with him as 
he brought home a number of lovely mountain 
trout. 

During the month of June the following were 
visitors in Dinuba District: Loris Auld, Frank 
Suters, F. V. Boller, E. R. Banks, C. M. McCar- 
dle, Harry Carrol, and Jack Carter of the 
Fresno office. Howard H. Young, district 
manager of Selma, also favored us with a short 
visit during the month. 

Buck Wheat, serviceman, just returned from 
a two-weeks’ vacation. Buck reports that he 
did not leave home, but did a lot of eating and 
sleeping that he might be able to help his Sun- 
Maid team win a few more baseball games 
before the season ends. 

Earl Owens, storekeeper, spent one week of 
his vacation in June visiting friends and rela- 
tives in Hanford. 

During the month of July Chet Adams, Leo 
Newcomb, Howard Magee and Walter Ken- 
nedy are stepping off for their vacations. Wal- 
ter, Howard and Leo are undecided as to just 
where they might go. Chet has not given us 
any hints either, but all of us know where 
Chet’s heart is. The balance of this report will 
appear in the July issue. 


SANTA MARIA DISTRICT 


R. CAMPBELL, Reporter. 


At the June meeting of the Midland Power 
Club the following officers were elected for the 
coming year: V. F. Alexander, president; 
W. B. Greeley, president social activities; Wm. 
Lambert, president recreational activities; D. D. 
Smalley, president educational activities; Ruth 
Campbell, secretary; Edna Tudor, treasurer; 
Catherine Todd and Harry Meagher, mutual 
benefit membership conimittee; Edna Tudor 
and H. R. Rego, mutual benefit claims com- 
mittee. 

A. D. Church, presi- 
dent of the local Rotary 
Club, was elected dele- 
gate from Santa Maria 
to attend the club con- 
vention at Cleveland, 
Ohio. His itinerary in- 
cluded Los Angeles, 
Denver, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Washington, 
D. C., St. Paul, Yellow- 
stone National Park, 
Spokane, Portland and 
San Francisco. He re- 
turned June 30, report- 
ing a very enjoyable 
trip. 

Julia Hannam, who 
recently had her tonsils 
removed, is back on the 
job again. She says 
she feels like a million. 
(We wonder if she 
means dollars?) | 

Word has been re- 


: : A. D. Church and his son 
ceived from Pitts El- *'Buster.'? 
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more, former employee of the company, of his 
graduation from the Oregon Agricultural Col- 
lege at Corvallis, Oregon, and also of his mar- 


riage. Mr. and Mrs. Elmore plan to make 
their home in Santa 
Maria. 


Mr. and Mrs. D. D. 
Smalley are vacation- 
ing in St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, visiting at places 
of interest en route. 
While there, Mr. Smal- 
ley will attend the 
Kiwanis Convention. 
Mr. Smalley is presi- 
dent of the Kiwanis 
Club of Santa Maria. 
` Paul Thomas, assis- 
tant coast superinten- 
dent, slipped quietly 
away and was married 
to Miss Yola Sage of 
San Luis Obispo. After 
a trip to Yosemite Val- 
ley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas will make 
their home in Santa 
Maria. Now that that 
suspense is ended, we 
can settle down again. 
We bave been expect- 
ing this for somè time, 
but didn’t know exactly 
when it would happen. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Ogle, formerly of Santa 
Maria, have moved to Fresno, Ogle having 
been transferred there by the company. 

Visitors in Santa Maria from Fresno during 
the morth were A. E. Wishon, Al C. Joy, Lloyd 
Henley. S. W. Green and L. J. Moore. 

On the evening of April 30, about forty 
employees and their families gathered at the 
Santa Maria substation yard for a barbecue. 
We had some barbecue with everything that 
goes with it including onions (which the men 
insisted upon having). The substation yard 
is very pretty now, with the sweet peas in 
bloom and water lilies in the pond. We hope 
this is just the beginning of several affairs this 
season. 

L. E. Smart, former district foreman, and A. 
E. Ford, salesman, two of the oldest employees 
in this district, have left the employ of the 


D. D. Smalley wears his 
convention smile. 


company to enter the electrical contractor- 


dealer business in Santa Maria, having pur- 
chased “The Electric Shop.” We wish them 
all the success in the world, and we know that 
they will be successful with one of the most 
modern, up-to-date electrical shops in this 
territory. 

A. V. Tomasini spent a two-weeks’ vacation 
in Los Angeles, attending the Shriners’ Conven- 
tion while there. We have just about decided 
why he is so fond of Los Angeles and makes 
so many trips there. Next time he may bring 
home a second party,—we wouldn't be sur- 
prised. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Dyer are spending a 
two-weeks’ vacation in Oregon and Washing- 


ton. 
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Rose Dickson of the Personal Division spent 
a vacation that was at least different. The 
Dickson party arrived in Santa Barbara the 
night before the earthquake and by the barest 
chance avoided staying at the California Hotel, 
which was later damaged. When the quake 
did come, Rose is frank to confess that she was 
pretty scared and declares that they established 
a record run between Santa Barbara and Santa 
Maria. The rest of the vacation was spent at 
Pismo. 


. Jule Gleason spent July 4 week-end in San 
Francisco. Had a very wonderful time, so 
wonderful that it took her several days to 
make up the sleep that she missed. 

San Joaquin Power Club gave a dance June 
20. It was a regular San Joaquin Power dance, 
good crowd, good punch, good music, good 
time. 

A. R. Polansky left July 3 for two weeks’ 
vacation in Waco, Texas, his home town. 
Polly boarded the train clasping fondly to his 
bosom a new, shiny and very complete fishing 
tackle. Now we were very much surprised as 
we thought the proper wardrobe,—with acces- 
sories to match, to quote the fashion editor,— 
for a summer in Texas consisted of wide and 
woolly trousers, wide brim hat, lariat, plug of 
Star and an active imagination. It may be 
that Polly has so much of this latter that he 
took the fishing tackle to lend some semblance 
of truth to the yarns he has outlined to try on 
the home folks. 

Herb Miner is back from a two-weeks’ vaca- 
tion. The first of these two weeks was spent 
at the N. E. L. A. Convention in San Francisco. 
Only the other delegates can say whether vaca- 
tion is the proper word to use. 

Speaking of San Francisco, there has been 
called to the attention of seventh floor mem- 
bers a clipping from the bay city papers show- 
ing that among the recent guests at the Palace 
was one C. M. McCardle, Fresno, banker. 
Have we a Dr. Jekyl—Mr. Hyde in our midst? 
Does Mac, our efficient and unassuming rights- 
of-way agent, pose as a grasping financier 
while out of our sight? This state of affairs 
will bear investigation. It was also reported 
on good authority that C. M. was seen engaged 
in confidential and earnest conversation with 
the bell boys. No, it wasn't that, really, he 
was just trying to sell them some San Joaquin 
Power Stock. 

A few moments spent on the eighth floor 
brought to light the following bits of informa- 
tion and gossip: 

Mrs. Stella Uridge, comptometer operator, 
has resigned to move to Los Angeles where she 
will make her home. 

Mabel Holcomb is back from a two-weeks' 
vacation in Texas. The southern state is cer- 
tainly becoming a popular summer haunt for 
San Joaquin Power folks. 

Mrs. C. C. Clark of the job and estimate 
department has returned from a delightful fort- 
night spent in Long Beach. 

Mrs. Susie Steele was a busy lady the last 
week in June, running the Hollerith depart- 
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ment and entertaining a Los Angeles guest on 
the side. 

The J. E. De Groot family has also had 
guests from the southern city. Fresno must 
indeed be a favored spot, drawing summer 
visitors from the all-perfect Los Angeles. 

Katherine Warren has become tired of the 
hub-bub of city life so has moved way out to 
the great open spaces, establishing a new home 
at 411 Shields. That is so far out that she can 
run down to the river to take a morning dip. 

Katherine Gill and Fauna Munro spent the 
first two weeks of July in Yosemite Valley. 

Mabel Foraker came back to the office July 
6 (pay day) after a riotous month of gadding. 
Leaving here the last of May, Mabel went to 
Los Angeles, where she was joined by four girl 
friends. The party then proceeded to Denver, 
Colorado, and way stations. In Mabel’s case, 
Denver is “ye olde home towne.” 

We don’t see why the Fresno District repor- 
ter can't conscientiously consider vacations as 
news. Just look at the gobs we have collected 
and labeled as such. And here are some more. 
Frank Burnham is back from a vacation spent 
in San Francisco and Los Angeles. Sam 
Davidson was sensible and spent his at home 
where he could keep warm. Ray Morrison 
spent July 4 in San Francisco, as did Anita 
Stockton. Myrtle Flake went to San Jose to 
celebrate the Declaration of Independence, 
while Ethel Kelly and Effie Henfling were at 
Huntington Lake. 

Esther Jackson left at midnight of July 2 for 
Ukiah, where the Jackson family will stage a 
family reunion. 

Fresno District had a delegate at the N. E. 
L. A. Convention. Well, so did the General 
Office, in the person of Nyra 
Grace Letchworth. Nyra was 
chairman of the subcommittee on 
Activities of Women Within the 
Organization. Quite an imposing 
title when it is all written out, 
isn’t it? 

An item of importance overlooked in the 
previous issue of G. O. notes was the removal 
of Ted Salm, his family, and personal effects 
from the General Office to Balch Camp on the 
Kings River. Our apologies, Ted. 

The goings and comings of the eighth floor 
folk being as well covered as our limited 
knowledge of clairvoyancy will permit, next 
comes the ninth. 


For the Fourth of July week-end the occu- 
pants of Room 918 turned out to a man, or we 
should say to a woman. Louise Thompson 
went to Modesto, Jean Peterson to Pine Ridge, 
Katherine Barnes to Huntington, while May 
Booton started on the first lap of her regular 
vacation, with San Diego as her goal. Shasta 
Hyatt made a tour of inspection of Exchequer 
Dam. Shasta is much interested in engineering 
feats and, it might be added, in engineers. | 

Genevieve Saywers is taking a vacation trip 
through Northern California, Oregon, Wash- 
ington and on to Vancouver, B. 

One of our inquiring reporters has reported 
a blazing diamond on the third finger, left 


Smile 
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hand,—said hand the property of Olive Shook. 
No other information was forthcoming, but 
some explanation would be welcomed. This 
seems to be open season for diamonds. 

Thank goodness the tenth floor is unoccu- 
pied !! 


MADERA DISTRICT 


J. E. Barrett, District Manager. 


Conditions in Madera District continue to 
show a favorable appearance. Harvesting of 
the grain crop is in progress at the present 
time and in many cases the yield per acre is 
considerable heavier than was first anticipated. 

The cotton planting of previous months has 
been checked fairly accurately and we believe 
we can safely count on a 10,000 bale crop. The 
Chowchilla Cotton Oil Mill and gin is nearing 
completion and by the end of July the greater 
part of the machinery will have been installed. 
The gin in Madera is increasing its capacity 
from two to four stands. There is to be at 
least one other and possibly two new gins 
erected to aid in handling the crop. 

Business actually connected during the month 
includes 31 lighting consumers, four heating 
and cooking consumers with a connected load of 
45 kilowatts, and 19 agricultural consumers 
served with 222.5 horsepower. The largest 
single consumer was the Sierra Vista Lands, 
Inc., using 70 horsepower. Keech and Gregory 
were served with 30 horsepower and L. H. Sly 
with 20 horsepower. C. M. Bowen was served 
with 15 horsepower while each of the following 
was connected with a 10-horsepower installa- 
tion: A. L. Scott, Madera; R. W. Burham and 
Earl Cooper, Chowchilla; Sarah Belle Chase, 
Fairmead, and Chowchilla National Bank. 

Operating conditions were unusually good 
dyring June, with only one case of transformer 
burn-out. The hot tap crew replaced 30 leak- 
ing strain insulators, 12 hook jumpers and 
62 jumpers were cut and replaced, while 6 new 
poles were also tied in. This saved service 
interruptions to 538 consumers and saved 181 
miles of auto-mileage, 34 hours in labor and 
the operating of 51 pole-tap switches. 

Stock sales continue active, 76 new stock- 
holders having been sold during June, with a 
total of 88 shares. 


SELMA DISTRICT 


Howard H. YOUNG, District Manager. 


A fair showing was made during the month 
of June from the standpoint of new business 
signed in the Selma district. A total of 240 
horsepower of agricultural power was defin- 
itely closed to serve 25 new power consumers, 
the largest motor among this load being one 
of 20 horsepower to serve the Lucerne Vine- 
yard Company near Parlier for irrigating 
160 acres of vines. S. H. Otis of Hardwick was 
served with 10 horsepower, while M. D. Hop- 
per and the Kings River Ranch Company each 
were served with 15 horsepower. J. B. Bare 
of Traver accepted service for a 7!4-horse- 
power motor to irrigate alfalfa and also to fill 
a reservoir for an artificial duck pond, as he 
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plans to lease a portion of his place for duck 
shooting in the fall of the year. John Aguiar, 
who is leasing 600 acres of alfalfa and grain 
near Traver, took service for a 15-horsepower 
motor, the first unit of a series of plants that 
he plans to install throughout the year. 

Thirty-one and one-half kilowatts of cooking 
and heating were connected during the month, 
consumers being A. W. Jacobson near Selma, 
who took service for a 6-kilowatt range, while 
M. E. Rigby of Fowler was served with a 
6V;-kilowatt range. Mrs. Mary Gobby of 
Riverdale was served with a 7-kilowatt range 
and a 5-kilowatt water heater. 

One industrial power consumer for 3 horse- 
power was signed, while 16 lighting con- 
sumers were closed together with a 3-kilowatt 
lighting job for the Associated Oil Company 
near Caruthers. This is the first oil well 
service in the Selma district. The Associated 
is drilling in the immediate vicinity of our 
Caruthers substation. Steam is being used for 
drilling at the rotary rig but should the well 
be proven, electricity will be used for pumping 
purposes. 

General financial conditions in the district 
remain unchanged as compared to last month. 
Some fresh fruit is being contracted for at this 
writing, prices comparing favorably with prices 
of a year ago. The announcement by the 
Raisin Association of a half cent and a quarter 
cent payment on the different quality of raisins 
delivered under the 1924 crop has assured the 
growers of money with which to pick and har- 
vest the crop this year. The Libby Company at 
Selma is busy with apricots. Six hundred 
workers are employed with a weekly payroll 
of $12,000. The apricot run will be over about 
July 10, when Tuscan cling peaches will start. 
It is anticipated that the run of peaches will be 
the largest in the history of the cannery, as 
more peaches have been purchased and con- 
tracted for this year than in any former year. 

Four construction crews are being operated 
in the district, three of them being used entirely 
for new business, the fourth being used alter- 
nately between operation and work on the new 
tie line between Kingsburg substation and 
Selma. The Kingsburg substation was com- 
pleted and cut into the line on June 29, which 
bettered voltage conditions in the vicinity of 
Selma. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 


Hazen G. REDFERN, Reporter. 


The month of June was very satisfactory 
from a new business standpoint and compares 
favorably with the same month of preceding 
years. The increase in pump load is especially 
gratifying when the amount of ditch water is 
taken into consideration. 

During the month we received 32 applications 
for 226 horsepower. in agricultural load, 30 
applications for lights and six applications for 
215.8 kilowatts for heating and cooking. Thirty- 
two jobs and 19 estimates were completed and 
67 meters were set on new installations. 

Among those who signed for service were: 
Mrs. Florence Scott Beatty, Minnehaha Orchard 
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Company, B. J. Foster, Farmers Mechanics 
Company and N. Bozanich, 10 horsepower 
each; M. Shahpazian, Mortgage Guarantee 
Company, C. E. Orr and Stockholders Auxiliary 
Corporation, 15 horsepower each; Mrs. L. A. 
Schowalter, 7-kilowatt range and 5-kilowatt 
water heater; Willis W. Peugh and A. R. 
Peugh, 5.4-kilowatt range each; F. L. Win- 
gard, 5-kilowatt water heater; Irwin  Vose, 
6.5-kilowatt range and Beckwith Company of 
Reedley, 190 kilowatts to be used in the pre- 
serving and canning of figs. 

Cutler and Orosi have let the contracts for 
the installation of their city water systems. 
Construction will start within a few days and 
will be rushed to. completion. "This should 
stimulate building in these towns as adequate 
fire protection will be assured. 

Construction of an industrial spur at North 
Dinuba is under way by the Santa Fe railway. 
This track is to be used to accommodate green 
fruit packing houses. 

The Dinuba Oil and Petroleum Company has 
started drilling its first test well on the O. H. 
Brian property west of Dinuba. Oil sand was 
encountered at 100-foot level and the promoters 
are very optimistic over prospects for success. 


LOS BANOS DISTRICT 


Tuos. HANCOCK, District Manager. 


Business has been so good in this district dur- 
ing the first six months of this year that we 
have exceeded our new business quota for that 
period in agricultural and industrial power and 
heating and cooking load. 

Electric ranges and water heaters are becom- 
ing more and more popular. During June we 
served the following consumers in Los Banos: 
R. Gardner, 4.66-kilowatt range; J. W. Ives, 
3-kilowatt water heater; John Olsen, 7.05-kilo- 
watt range; Dr. B. H. Bush, 5-kilowatt water 
heater and 3-kilowatt hot plate; C. F. Riedle, 
6.8-kilowatt range and 5.56-kilowatt sterilizer; 
Joe R. Roche, 7-kilowatt range, 5-kilowatt water 
heater and 2-horsepower motor. 

In the city of Gustine we served the Catholic 
Church with an 8-kilowatt range and 5-kilowatt 
water heater; W. W. Wehner, 7-kilowatt range 
and 5-kilowatt water heater. Henry Menjoulet 
of Volta was also served with 8-kilowatt range 
and 5-kilowatt water heater. 

The cold weather which prevailed all over 
the district during the month of May and the 
early part of June held back the growth of the 
cotton. However the stand is almost 100 per 
cent apd the warm weather of the last few 
days of June has been very beneficial. Approx- 
imately 5,000 acres are planted to cotton in the 
Los Banos district. 

The big fire in Butcher Town, San Francisco, 
in which the firm of Miller and Lux lost their 
slaughter and packing house has resulted in a 
great deal of activity in the abbatoir in Los 
Banos. More than 12 butchers from San Fran- 
cisco are working there in an effort to take 
care of a large part of the company’s meat 
business. 

The cantaloupes in the territory around Dos 
Palos and Los Banos are doing splendidly and 
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give promise of a rich harvest. All crops in 
the district are looking good now. Conditions 
are particularly favorable in the dairy busi- 
ness. 


CRANE VALLEY 


Geo. J. GLEASON, Reporter. 


Swimming has been the most popular pastime 
here this month. The Kerckhoff Lake is still 
too cold to swim in, owing to the snow water 
coming down, but the plunge at Power House 
No. 1 is full most of the time. 


Jim Gleason, accompanied by his mother, 
Mrs. Rose Gleason, and Miss June O’Hara, 
spent five days viewing the wonders of Yose- 
mite National Park. 


The Resideal school closed for the summer 
vacation on June 4. A very good program was 
presented by the children, followed by a picnic 
lunch served by the patrons. Miss June 
O’Hara, who for the past two years has taught 
the Resideal school, will not return as she plans 
to attend the University of California. Miss 
Lulu Nell Martin of Fresno, has been signed 
up for the coming year. 


On June 22 a farewell party was given Miss 
June O'Hara by the local Power Club. Pro- 
gressive 500 was played, Frank Richards mak- 
ing high score. Ice cream and cake were 
served. A similar party was given June 27 
for Frank Richards and family. Richards left 
here on the 29th for Santa Cruz where he and 
his family will spend a short vacation before 
he starts in at his new job. E. W. Vanden 
Bosch of Fresno is taking Mr. Richard's place 
in the power house. 


Jerome Martin spent his vacation resting and 
enjoying the cool weather at Cozy Cove, Bass 
Lake. 


F. M. and Mrs. Anderson visited Yosemite, 
Lake Tahoe, Monterey, and home folks in 
Dinuba while away on their vacation. 


Eugene Martin and family spent a few days 
of their vacation in Fresno. The remainder 
was spent at home, as Irving Martin was 
under the doctor's care suffering with a bruised 
bone. . 


H. M. Smith and family visited home folks 
in Sparks, Nevada, the first week of their vaca- 
tion. 'The second week was spent at Lake 
Tahoe. 


Ernest Arancibia and family visited in Clovis 
a few days of their vacation. As the weather 
was rather warm in the Valley, they hied back 
to the mountains and pitched their tent at Ellis' 
Meadows and enjoyed the remaining part of 


the vacation trout fishing and doing camp 
cooking. 
W. N. Gates and his mother, Mrs. B. A. 


Gates, spent the last four days of the month at 
Pismo Beach and Monterey. 


Clean aisles and clean floors help to make a 
plant safer. Are you doing your part? 
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MAKING IT CLEAR 
Two elderly men, both extremely deaf, 
met on a country road. Dave had a fish- 
ing pole in his wagon. When he saw his 
friend Jim he stopped the horse. 
“Goin’ fishin’ ?” shouted Jim. 
"No," Dave replied, "I'm goin’ fishin’.” 
"Oh," said Jim. “I thought mebbe you 
was goin’ fishin’.” 
THE Sorr ANSWER 
Persistent Interrupter: “Liar! Liar!’ 
Speaker: “If our friend will give me 
his name instead of his profession, I shall 
be delighted to make his acquaintance.” 


BEYOND HELP 

Workman: “Mr. Brown, I should like 
to ask for a small raise in my wages. I 
have just been married." 

Employer: “Very sorry, my dear man, 
but I can't help you. We are not respon- 
sible for accidents which happen outside 
the factory." 


"He drove straight to his goal. He 
looked neither to the right nor to the left, 
but pressed forward, moved by a definite 
purpose. Neither friend nor foe could 
delay him nor turn him from his course. 
All who crossed his path did so at their own 
peril. What would you call such a man?" 

“A truck driver." 


WHEN HE HALTED 


One of Irvin Cobb's best stories concerns 
an appraiser who was sent to a home to 
appraise the contents. ‘The entries in the 
appraiser's book halted when he came to a 
table on which was left a full bottle of old 
Scotch, and then continued: 

“One bottle of old Scotch whisky partly 
full.” 

The next entry was: 

“One revolving Turkish rug.” 


uy Little She ars 
"ow]hey Do Gt Up\ 
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Nor FoOLED 
“Well, dear, I suppose you 
were right about there being burglars in 
the house last night.” 


Hubby: 


Wifey: “Why?” 

Hubby: “Because the money I had in 
my pocket is gone.” 

Wifey: “Well, why didn’t you get up 
and shoot the burglar ?” 

Hubby: “If I had, I'd have been a 


widower this morning." 


"Here's a correspondence course that 
claims to add three thousand words to a 
person's vocabulary. 

"Don't let your mother get hold of it." 
—W ashington. 


Try Tuis ONE 

Motor Cop (after hard chase) —" Why 
didnt you stop when I shouted back 
there?” 

Driver (with only five bucks but pres- 
ence of mind): "I thought you said ‘Good 
Morning, Senator’ .” 

Cop—'Well, you see, Senator, I wanted 
to warn you about driving fast through the 
next township.” 


Goop FISHING 

“My goodness!” remarked the old gen- 
tleman as he stopped the young lad with 
the fine catch of trout. “You’ve had a very 
successful day, young man. Where did 
you catch all these fish ?" 

“Just walk down that path marked 
‘Private’ and keep right on till you come to 
a notice, "Irepassers will be prosecuted.’ 
A few yards on there’s a fine pool in the 
river marked ‘No fishing allowed,’ and 
there you are, sir!” 


“Lillums,” said the newly married man, 
"show me your cook book. This pudding 
tastes like a typographical error." 
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The water tank on the hill provides irrigation for new 20-acre subdivision near San Miguel. 
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SAN MIGUEL TO HAVE MORE Mrs. Mary M. Weiman of Los Angeles. 


POULTRY AND FRUIT RANCHES 


Across the Salinas River from San Miguel is 
a stretch of high bench land as rich as any soil 
in the State. The climatic conditions of this 
section are ideal for fruits, nuts, berries, field 
crops and poultry, as many agricultural 
developments in this section have demonstrated. 

The latest development in this section, known 
as San Lawrence Terrace, two miles from San 
Miguel, has just been placed on the market by 


o — — 


An abundance of pure water is pumped from the 
river bed to serve each five-acre tract of San Lawrence 
Terrace on the bench land above. 


Lawrence Terrace has on it an old home place 


where nuts, fruits and chickens have been 
raised for many years. 'The absence of ade- 
quate water on this place has been the only 
element that has held it back. This drawback 
has been overcome by a recent installation of 
a modern irrigation system consisting of a well 
80 feet deep in the river bed of the Salinas 
River and an electrically driven pumping plant 
forcing the water into an 80,000-gallon steel 
tank located on the highest point in the tract. 
Pure cold water is delivered through a distrib- 
uting system to each of the five- and ten-acre 
tracts at a good pressure, making it possible 
to irrigate at any time. 

This development of 80 acres soon will be 
dotted with comfortable electrically equipped 
homes surrounded by productive gardens, 
flowers and chickens, adding another happy 
colony of contented Californians to our great 
State. Health, comforts and an independence 
are offered to those who seek it, and at a rela- 
tively low cost. 
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What's to Become of Poor 
Fake Stock Promoters? 


RIVEN from lucrative fields of the United 
States by the Post Office Department 
and the Better Business Bureaus, about 100 
of these amiable gentlemen migrated to Eng- 
land where they rented offices and settled 
down to await results. But representatives of 
the Better Business Bureau arrived soon after 
with complete files of their records which 
were turned over to Scotland Yard. The re- 
sults were surprising to the F. S. P. 


All Fake Stock Promoters are not yet out of 
business. There are still a few who operate 
secretly,—‘‘letting you in on the ground floor 
before the next advance.’’ 


There is only one safe rule to follow before 
purchasing any security. That is to investigate 
before you invest. 


Don’t trade your San Joaquin Power Stock 
for other securities until you have consulted 
your banker or the Better Business Bureau. 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT & POWER 
CORPORATION 


A. G. WisHoN, President 


